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was delayed by reconstruction 
until Thursday. 
_ Few students reveled in the 
| arrival of the 2006-07 school 
year more than the Camas 
sixth-graders at Liberty, re- 
built for about $15.5 million. 
Learning the ropes of middle 
school, students said they 
were enjoying class schedules 
that had them switching 
teachers, as well as subjects. 
“You don’t get bored with 
he teachers,” explained 
tthew Randall. 
etia workers dished 
and nachos, with 
of more, healthy 


students pay 
ing a finger- 


e the cost 


munch his packed lunch, how- 
ever. Within a few minutes, he 
downed a turkey sandwich, 
fruit snack, Fritos corn chips, 
Hi-C orange drink, granola 
bar and some Oreo cookies, 
employing a _ prodigious, 
11-year-old metabolism most 
adults could only wish for. 

Principal Marilyn Boerke 
was chasing dreams of her 
own, having ushered in about 
660 students, about 30 more 
than expected. That followed 
20 months of nonstop plan- 
ning and fretting, she said. Fi- 
nally, Liberty was properly 
launched with relative calm 
and in style, including its rows 
of fire-engine red student lock- 
ers and fearsome Lions mas- 
cot etched on the foyer and 
gym floors. 

“Tt went better than I expect- 
ed,” Boerke said. “I haven’t 
slept all summer. It’s been one 
decision after another: Are the 
colors matching, is the carpet 
installed? I look forward to 
sleeping tonight,” she said 
with a smile. 

Not all glitches have been 
solved. Clocks are missing 


from classroom and office 


walls, still on order from the 


bee eres 


supplier, as are 68 of 70 school 
garbage cans, Boerke said. 
“Honestly, if that’s the worst 
problem we have, we're in 
great shape,” she said. 

One more hiccup came be- 
fore dawn Tuesday: Two 
youths managed to break into 
the school through a trapdoor 
on the roof about 2:45 a.m., 
then wreaked a modest 
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amount of mischief. They set 
off a fire extinguisher, broke 
one small window and two 
surplus computer monitors, 
and scrawled graffiti on a 
classroom flag. 

What the pair failed to do, 
Boerke said, was elude sophis- 
ticated security cameras that 
tracked nearly every move, in- 
cluding their entry. The youths 


were quickly in Camas police 
custody and the damage was 
cleaned up before students ar- 
rived, she said. 


Two new grade schools 


Two blocks away, opening 
day passed without incident at 
James D. Zellerbach Elemen- 
tary School, newly configured 


help 
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“This is a school for little 
kids” is the underlying mes 
sage, Erdmann said. 

The other local school chris- 
tened on Tuesday was Bisen- 
hower Elementary in Hazel 
Dell, where a newly construct- 
ed building replaced an exist- 
ing facility. Principal Glenys 
Paveglio said 451 students filed 
into their new home for a “very 
smooth opening,” after Cub 
Scouts performed a flag-raising 
ceremony. 
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